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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to 1/7/09 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 8, 16, 22-23, 25-26 . 
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1. ^ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1. 84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
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Examiner's Amendment 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .3 12. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with Philip 
Hoffmann, Reg. No. 46,340 on January 15, 2009. 

2. The submission filed January 07, 2009 is amended as follows: 

Claims 

8. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The system according to claim 23, wherein said reply message 
processing means further automatically determines a topic to which the reply message should belong. 

16. (Current Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 26, wherein the reply message 
processing step includes further automatically determining a topic to which the reply message should 
belong. 

22. (Current Amended) A community-based collaborative system which can be connected to a 
client terminal via a network[[,]] and supports knowledge accumulation by categorizing and accumulating 
messages posted from the client terminal to a plurality of virtual communities, the plurality of virtual 
communities comprising at least a first virtual community and a second virtual community, the system 
comprising: 

access control means for making user authentication of the client terminal so as to permit the 
client terminal to post a message; 
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message subscription type setting means for setting a first subscription type for the first virtual 
community, the first subscription type indicating [[the]] a way a user subscribes to the categorized and 
accumulated messages categorized and accumulated in the plurality of virtual communities in accordance 
with an instruction from [[an]] the user; 

community processing means for managing the plurality virtual communities, and categorizing 
and accumulating messages posted, to the plurality of virtual communities, from the client terminal, the 
client terminal being granted access permission for specified topics by said access control means, said 
community processing means including: 

reply message processing means for, when a reply email message used to post a reply message is 
sent back received from the client terminal in response to an email message comprising a header that 
includes an ID . subject that includes a community name and an assigned number , and a message text of a 
new posting on a virtual community , delivering the categorized and accumulated messag e to a subscrib e r, 
determining whether or not [[the]] a header of the reply email message includes [[an]] the ID, [[and]] 
categorizing and accumulating the reply message based on whether the header of the reply email message 
includes the ID , and delivering the categorized and accumulated reply message to a subscriber ; and 

a processor for implementing at least the message subscription type setting means, wherein: 

the ID comprises a message ID and a thread ID, and 

the reply message processing means categorizes and accumulates the reply message based on the 
message ID and the thread ID if it is determined that the header of the reply email message includes the 
message ID and the thread ID, and based on [[a]] the community name and the assigned number included 
in [[the]] a subject of the reply email message if it is determined that the header of the reply email 
message does not include the message ID and the thread ID. 
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23. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The system according to claim 22, wherein the client terminal 
displays a window comprising a list of the first virtual community and the second virtual community, and 

wherein the displayed window indicates the first subscription type is browsing by a web browser 
for the first virtual community, and indicates a second subscription type is using an email client for the 
second virtual community, the second subscription type allowing the user to post the reply email message 
to the second virtual community by replying to a new posting. 

25. (Currently Amended) A reply message processing method in a community -based 
collaborative knowledge system which can be connected to a client terminal via a network, and supports 
knowledge accumulation by categorizing and accumulating messages posted from the client terminal to a 
plurality of virtual communities, the plurality of virtual communities comprising at least a first virtual 
community and a second virtual community, comprising: 

an access control step of making user authentication of the client terminal so as to permit the 
client terminal to post a message; 

a message subscription type setting step of setting a first subscription type for the first virtual 
community, the first subscription type indicating [[the]] a way a user subscribes to the categorized and 
accumulated messages categorized and accumulated in the plurality of virtual communities in accordance 
with an instruction from [[an]] the user; 

a community processing step of managing the plurality virtual communities, and categorizing and 
accumulating messages posted, to the plurality of virtual communities, from the client terminal, the client 
terminal being granted access permission for specified topics in the access control step, the community 
processing step including: 

a reply message processing step of, when a reply email message used to post a reply message is 
sent back received from the client terminal in response to an email message comprising a heade r that 
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includes an ID . subject that includes a community name and an assigned number , and a message text of a 
new posting on a virtual community, delivering the categorized and accumulated message to a subscriber, 
determining whether or not [[the]] a header of the reply email message includes [[an]] the ID, [[and]] 
categorizing and accumulating the reply message based on whether the header of the reply email message 
includes the ID, and delivering the categorized and accumulated reply message to a subscriber wherein: 
the ID comprises a message ID and a thread ID, and 

the reply message processing step categorizes and accumulates based on the message ID and the 
thread ID if it is determined that the header of the reply email message includes the message ID and the 
thread ID, and based on [[a]] the community name and the assigned number included in [[the]] a subject 
of the reply email message if it is determined that the header of the reply email message does not include 
the message ID and the thread ID. 

26. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method according to claim 25, wherein the client terminal 
displays a window comprising a list of the first virtual community and the second virtual community, and 

wherein the displayed window indicates the first subscription type is browsing by a web browser 
for the first virtual community, and indicates a second subscription type is using an email client for the 
second virtual community, the second subscription type allowing the user to post a the reply email 
message to the second virtual community by replying to a new posting. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Joshua Joo who telephone number is 571 272-3966. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571 272-1915. 
/J. J./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



